AN INTERESTING DISCOURSE

Congress discipline. But evidently our ministers had not
attained the purifying potency of the fabled Ganga."

"But," said Shri Kher, intervening at this stage, "the
Congress ministers had no non-violent power with them.
Even if 500 goondas had run amok and had been allowed
to go unchecked, they would have dealt untold havoc. I
do not know how even you would have dealt with them."

"Surely, surely/5 said Gandhiji, "I had rehearsed such
situations. The ministers could on such occasions have
gone out and allowed themselves to be done to death by the
goondas. But let us face the fact that we had not the requisite
Ahimsa. We went in with our half-baked Ahimsa. I do not
mind it, inasmuch as we gave up power the moment we
felt we should give it up. I am sure that, if we had adhered
to strictest non-violence during these two or three years,
the Congress would have made a tremendous advance in
the direction of Ahimsa and also independence."

"But," said Balasaheb, "four or five years ago when
there was a riot, and I appealed to the leaders to go and
throw themselves into the conflagration, no one was ready."

"So you are supporting my argument. You agree fBat
our loyalty to Ahimsa was lip-loyalty and not heart-loyalty.
And if even the half-baked Ahimsa carried us a long way,
does it not follow that thorough Ahimsa would have carried
us very far indeed, even if it had not already brought us
to the goal?"

Non-violent Army

"But we cannot visualize how you will stand non-
violently against a foreign invasion."

"I cannot draw the whole picture to you because we
have no past experience to fall back upon and there is no
reality facing us today. We have got the Government army
manned by the Sikhs, Pathans and Gurkhas. What I can
conceive is this that with my non-violent army of, say,
two thousand people I should put myself between the
two contending armies. But this, I know, is no answer.
I can only say that we shall be able to reduce the invader's
violence to a minimum* The general of a non-violent army
has got to have greater presence of mind than that of a